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As part of the Tercentenary Celebrations in the South West Pacific Group of 

Lodges (Fiji and Vanuatu) a booklet has been prepared that gives interesting 
information about the establishment of Freemasonry in Fiji and Vanuatu as 

well as its  current position, and includes interesting historical documents. 

Entitled “Freemasonry in the South West Pacific Group  A Collection of Pa-

pers”  the booklet will be available in Vanuatu in March when the Grand In-
spector has offered to bring enough copies for brethren who wish to purchase 

a copy.  The cost is VT1,000. 

 

Would those brethren who want a copy please let  me know (as well as paying 
me VT1,000) so that I can advise the Grand Inspector on the number of copies 

required.  Editor.” (contact details on Page 1) 



Lodge of Discovery 8737 E.C. 

Page 3 

DECEMBER ANSWERS 

1) What order of architecture is the pillar that stands on the Senior Warden’s pedestal? Doric 

- named after the ancient Greek town of Doris whose inhabitants were reputedly solemn. 

 

2) In the 1st Degree you were hoodwinked for several reasons, name two of them. That the 

mind should conceive before the eye should see. That you cannot see the people inside the 

Lodge in-case you change your mind before taking the S.O. 

 

3) Of the seven liberal Arts and Sciences name the Sciences. Astronomy, Arithmetic, Geome-

try, Logic 

 

4) How many knocks are there in closing a Lodge in the 1st Degree after the Master says, 

Brethren, assist me to close the Lodge?  19 but this may vary in your Lodge dependent on 

what the IG and Tyler do right at the end. 

 

5) Name the Father and Mother of King Solomon. His father was King David, his mother was 

Bathsheba. 

 

6) We know ourselves to be Masons by the regularity of our initiation. What is this regular-

ity? Of; At and On: of your own free-will; at the door of a Masonic Lodge; On the point of a 

sharp instrument. 

 

7) How many times does the Candidate walk round the Lodge during a 1st Degree Cere-

mony? Two complete circuits and then up the middle. 

 

8) The four corners of the square pavement represent the virtues of Temperance, Prudence, 

Fortitude and Justice describes the characteristics of the virtue Prudence. Be careful to avoid 

unintended consequences and/or excesses. 

 

9) In the Charge after Initiation you were congratulated on being admitted a member of our 

ancient and honourable Institution - what makes it honourable? Because it leads/encourages 

members to be honest, trustworthy, upright citizens who practice moral and social virtues. 

 

10) Name the three distinguishing characteristics of a good Freemason. Virtue, Honour, & 

Mercy. 
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Masonry is an institution for all seasons of the year, winter, summer, spring and autumn. 

 

The seasons may change, but Masonry does not. It is always the same. It remains the same in all 

seasons with its demands of brotherly love relief and truth. No clouds or sunshine can change a Ma-

son’s duty to his fellow-men, or alter the demand on him for sympathy and helpfulness in times of 

trouble. The wind cannot blow too cold and the sun cannot shine too hot to relieve a Mason of his 

duty to help sympathise with his needy brother. 

 

His duty is plainly spoken in every lesson of life. He is to a certain degree his ‘brother’s keeper.’ A 

duty devolves upon a Mason that does not fall to the requirement of a man who has not taken upon 

himself the obligations of a brother Mason. 

 

Masonry, as an institution, enjoins upon all its members, without discrimination, the duty of sympathy 

and helpfulness in times of need. This is a plain, undisputed duty which a Mason cannot neglect or 

ignore. He is not to neglect those immediately dependent on him, and by word or deed, as far as he 

may be able, he is to be his ‘bother’s keeper’, to sympathise with him, to lend him a helping hand by 

word and deed, in any way he can, to encourage him and show him by his actions that he feels for 

him and would help him cheerfully, not grudgingly, in any way in his power, summer and winter. 

 

There is more in a simple word of sympathy oftentimes than in a sumptuous gift which is given by 

force of circumstances, with no heart in it. The heart beating in sympathy with a brother’s necessities, 

and desiring to help him from that pure, simple sympathy is more real helpfulness to a needy person 

than can be estimated. 

 

Acts, not simple words, are necessary to show our sympathy to another. George Eliot said “More 

helpful than all the wisdom is one draught of simple human pity that will not forsake us.” Oh, for hu-

man sympathy that is real! There is a find of helpfulness in the expression of sympathy for another in 

affliction. 

 

It is, as it were, a dividing of the other’s affliction. Thus does sympathy that is in Masonry, when it is 

properly exercised, help the distressed and disheartened. It is our duty to show it on all occasions. 

 

Thus is our plain duty shown to us—to show our sympathy in all seasons and under all circumstances. 

MASONRY ALL THE YEAR ROUND 

PRINCIPLES & TENETS 

A principle is defined in the Oxford English Dictionary as being ‘a doctrine, dogma, principle or 

opinion in religion, philosophy, politics or the like held by a school, sect, party or person’. 

With the inclusion of the word ‘principle’, there seems reason for concluding that there is not 

much difference between ‘tenets’ and ‘principles’. There is, however, a distinct difference. 

Principles are primary and fundamental rules, truths and laws of action or conduct v\which 

produce particular results in our existence, whereas tenets are beliefs, ideas or opinions, 

sometimes inherited, which are subjective and held by faith and nor necessarily provable. 
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THE VALUE OF SYMBOLS 
 

At one time, when very few were literate, the use of symbolism was widespread. It was a form of 

“visual shorthand” which suggested abstract concepts. Symbols were easily recognized, and un-

derstood. It did not matter where one lived, one would recognise most, if not all, of the symbols, 

although there may have been some local variations. When a series of symbols were strung to-

gether, (as with hieroglyphics) they could be used to tell stories and record history.  

 

Today in life we are surrounded by symbols, some exhorting us to drink Coca Cola, or buy a Mer-

cedes, others define us as Christians, Muslims or Jews. There are symbols used to impose legal 

constraints upon us – we “Stop” when we see the red traffic light, we keep left or right on the 

road according to the sign or symbols. We use either the Ladies or Gents wash room. Chemicals 

are defined by symbols. Academically, symbols are given to students as a measure of achieve-

ment in an examination, and so we can go on. Then there are symbols that depict the abstract, 

for example, “love” is often symbolised by a heart – because you can’t draw love. A skull repre-

sents “Danger” (another abstract).  

 

So what can we deduce from all of this? - A Symbol (usually a graphic depiction and not the writ-

ten word have a meaning that can be clearly understood)  

 

Marketers are quick to take full advantage of symbols to influence consumers. Companies spend 

fortunes promoting their logo or symbol. The connection is drummed up into the public through 

constant exposure and association because they realise that a symbol is a powerful substitute for 

many words.  

 

The Dictionary describes Symbolism as a representation (visual or conceptual) of that which is un-

seen or invisible. The value of a symbol is its ability to elucidate; to compress into a simple, 

meaningful whole, readily grasped and retained; to provide a center for the shaping of conduct 

and belief.  

 

Let us now look at the use of symbols by using the VSL as the basis. There are many examples 

where symbols were used to illustrate morality, an exercise we engage in at all our meetings. The 

plumb line, a string with an attached weight for testing the perpendicular of a wall, is used half-a-

dozen times in Scripture to illustrate the lack of uprightness displayed by the people and their de-

viation from that which is straight. These metaphors borrowed from the builder's art were used by 

the Prophets Isaiah and Amos, and mentioned in the Book of Kings and Lamentations.  

 

A study of the VSL will clearly show that the moral teachings contained therein run parallel with 

freemasonry therefore from these examples you can conclude that our symbols have a very real 

and similar meaning to that being used in the VSL.  

 

Although not a religion, Freemasonry uses allegorical symbols to teach philosophy concerning the 

nature of the creator, and humanities universal destiny. We (as Masons) are instructed that our 

symbols teach a system of morality (just as they did in biblical times.)  

 

(IF I HOLD UP A CAN OF COKE YOU WILL READILY RECOGNISE IT AS A SYMBOL OF REFRESH-

MENT AND DISTINGUISH IT FROM A PEPSI ALTHOUGH BOTH ARE COLAS)  

 

The meaning is quite recognizable. In fact, some of the world’s most successful symbols, Coca 

Cola or the Mickey Mouse head are so universally known that they could be distorted, sawn in half 

and re-coloured and still be recognizable.  
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For us in freemasonry, our symbols must be seen as a graphic representation of an abstract idea - 

one that has no direct visual equivalent. Our symbols can take on many meanings depending on 

the context.  

 

(IF I HOLD UP A SQUARE YOU WILL RECOGNISE IT TO BE AN EMBLEM OF MORALITY THE PRO-

FANE WOULD RECOGNISE IT AS CARPENTERS TOOLS)  

 

There are other examples outside of freemasonry where a symbol can take on a multi meaning - 

take for example a cross. A cross on a school exercise book means something entirely different 

from a cross on a ballot paper and a cross on a road sign has no relationship with a cross on a 

church.  

 

Masonic symbols, take on meanings that are not always obvious. Our symbols are not regulated 

or defined in the way a traffic sign is. It is for this reason that we are encouraged to contemplate 

and study our ritual in order to take that personal message from each symbol and apply this to-

wards our own perfection.  

 

Our Masonic tools or symbols define such fundamental values as the individual’s relationship with 

God, his neighbour and himself. They cross cultural and language barriers, and are timeless, yet 

the message is simple and readily understood. They teach us to build upon a foundation of God, 

using the square of justice, the plumb line of rectitude, the compasses to restrain the passions, 

and the rule to divide our time into labour, rest and service  

 

Freemasonry gives us the choice as to how we should use these symbols in our daily life so as to 

achieve our own perfection.  

 

The definition of Freemasonry tells us that it is “a science of morality veiled in allegory, and illus-

trated by symbols”  

 

Our symbols illustrate for us the Mysteries of Freemasonry. The puzzle for some is why do we cre-

ate the mystery?  

 

Coca Cola and other brands go out of their way to display their symbols and spend millions adver-

tising the underlying benefits to the consumer. The company would certainly dismiss any advertis-

ing agent who sought to veil their symbols or give them a random or double meaning.  

 

There are however many answers to the question as to why we create mystery, but let us again 

be guided by the VSL. It is written “Do not cast your pearls before the swine lest they trample 

them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.”(Mathew 7:16) We are being warned that 

there is a genuine danger of sharing powerful information with those who are not ready for it or 

would abuse it. It is for the same reason that we hold certain matters confidential and in our 

heart, only to be shared with those who have been duly prepared.  

 

Now if we were to disclose that Freemasonry is solely a system of morality and say exactly what 

we stand for we would be creating a fixed definition restricted by the use of words. This would im-

pose a limit on our thoughts and we would not be able to discover the hidden wisdom of the 

lodge. The VSL tells us that we “must strive to enter through the straight and narrow gate” The 

Chinese philosopher Lao Tzu likewise said “to see the Tao, one must walk through the gate of 

mysteries, mysteries upon mysteries” As freemasons we also enter the degrees of knowledge 

through the gate.  
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The steps we can take to uncover the mysteries is clear “Ask and ye shall receive, seek and ye shall 

find, knock and it will be opened to you” This should sound very familiar to all freemasons.  

 

Freemasonry is a science – a philosophy – a system of doctrines which is taught, in a manner pecu-

liar to itself, using allegories and symbols  

 

Freemasonry requires that we do a lot of seeking and much knocking through meditation in order to 

unravel the mysteries of our Order.  

 

Let us consider - A, B, C. are alphabetical letters but they can also be used as symbols which when 

assigned values can give them different meanings  

 

AN EXAMPLE  

 

“A” could represent one exhibit in a legal case and “B” another etc. OR when set out as a formula 

“A”= length, “B”= Breadth, and we were to say “A” multiplied by “B” then “C” would be area and 

this could be in Sq. Inches, Sq Miles etc ON THE OTHER HAND assign numbers to “A”, “B” & “C” and 

they could take on varying meanings again. If “A” “B” & “C” were the points of a right angle triangle 

then  

 

a2 + b2 = c2 or the square of the hypotenuse equals the sum of the square on the other two sides 

(Pythagoras Theorem)  

 

ANOTHER EXAMPLE  

 

1) You are given a blank signed cheque, - to some this could be a symbol of a free meal, to others it 

could mean a new car or boat. The symbol being the cheque. Now if I were to endorse that cheque 

“Not to exceeding R100” that would be to create a definition and place a limit thereon and restrict 

your imagination  

 

In each of the examples I have given you the symbol has been defined.  

 

Masonic symbols would be the same if we were to impose clear and undisputable conditions upon 

them. Anything that is defined is restricted to definite bounds. Masonic symbols are not restricted 

they give the individual the opportunity to place whatever meaning or value they so comprehend, 

the ultimate being that they symbolise true goodness as understood by that individual.  

 

Consider this carefully:-  

 

“Do you believe in God?”  

 

“Define what you mean by God”, and when you have done so I will say  
 

“No I do not believe in God, because a God defined is a God limited – and a limited God is no God at 

all”  

 

So it is with all Masonic symbols, just as the Freemasons God, being the creator of all that has gone 

before and all that is to come cannot be limited by definition, He is the creator of the universe and 

the same God of all who acknowledge Him as the Supreme Being. We refer to the Deity symbolically 

as The Great Architect.  
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We as masons are moral, we were accepted as men of good repute when we entered - but it is the 

acceptance of the meaning of our symbols that enables us to make ourselves better.  

 

Today in the 21st Century, accepted morality can often be in conflict with Masonic morality. We are 

greeted with new moral and social issues each day in the newspaper and these bid us farewell on 

the evening news.  

 

I refer to promiscuity, drugs, adultery, same sex marriage, abortion and the list goes on - so called 

RIGHTS  

 

Freemasonry permits each individual to interpret and apply the lessons of the Craft as he sees best. 

It is this unique spirit of tolerance and freedom that frequently confuses opponents of the Frater-

nity. One mason places his interpretation upon a certain symbol or attribute of Freemasonry; an-

other may take an entirely different view, and will cite evidence with which a third may be at entire 

variance; yet these three men can gather about our alters and in our Lodge together in perfect 

amity.  

 

It is said that man has a triple nature; he has a body, and senses which bring him into contact with, 

and translate the meanings of, the physical world of earth, air, fire and water that is about him. He 

has the brain and a mind with which he reasons and understands about the matters that surround 

him. He has a “SOMETHING” beyond; call it a Soul or Heart or Spirit or imagination, call it, as you 

will. Masonic symbolism is the tool of abstract thought, which develops the soul or imagination just 

as food develops the body. The human mind is endowed with power which no one may set limit we 

have the right to choose how we live our life. As Masons we know that we could seek no wiser foun-

dation to build on, year by year, than a foundation in God using the Square of Justice, the Plumb 

Line of rectitude, and the Compasses to restrain the passion and the Rule by which to divide our 

time into labour, rest and service to our fellows. Out of this flow those qualities of Prudence, Tem-

perance and Fortitude. Faith hope and Charity  

 

Thus using symbols, Freemasonry becomes a great system of morality with which the individual Ma-

son is encouraged to understand and interpret the true meaning and purpose of life.  

 

To quote Albert Einstein – “Imagination is more important than knowledge. Knowledge itself is lim-

ited, imagination encircles the world.  

 

Think of anything you may desire – knowledge may tell you that you can’t afford it but with imagi-

nation you can own it.  

 

Freemasonry uses symbols because only by them can the Craft speak the language of the spirit, 

each to each, and because they form an elastic language, which each man can read for himself ac-

cording to his ability to comprehend. Symbols form the only language, which is elastic, a vehicle of 

revelation, given during inspiration and used to interpret the experience. It is given to us at our ini-

tiation, when it appears as something new and takes on a lasting significance through our journey 

as a fellow craft and master mason. They relate a man to that which should be of obvious concern.  

 

Take from Freemasonry its symbols and but the husk remains; the kernel is gone. Freemasonry 

without its symbols would not be Freemasonry at all it would be nothing more than a dogmatic as-

sociation that would certainly not have stood the test of time. If you only hear the word of Freema-

sonry you will miss the meaning you must constantly live and learn from Freemasonry. Our symbols 

require interpretation, contemplation and study. As a Mason involved in labour you are encouraged 

not only to competently recite the workings of the Ritual, but also most importantly, reflect and 
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apply their significance and meaning. “Brotherly love”, “Relief from suffering”, and “Truth”.  

 

No man is perfect; our symbols help us on the path to perfection. But these alone are not sufficient. 

Initiation alone never did, nor ever can, make a man a true mason. These ceremonies only lay the 

foundations and without exploring the true meaning of the symbols and using these as a blueprint for 

our lives can the superstructure be raised.  

 

Brethren look to our symbols – are they for you a source of light or darkness? The answer lays with 

you in the way you interpret them. We all create our own reality. What we expect from life is what 

we receive. The VSL tells us “as you sow so shall you reap” If we seek trouble, disagreement, doubt, 

negativity in situations that is what we will experience. Life does not always go smoothly and so if we 

do not seek to really understand and put into practice what is taught by our symbols we cannot ex-

pect our path as freemasons to be smooth. We have been given the meaning and the tools – it is our 

response to these that will truly define us.  

 

Initiation alone never did nor ever can make a man a Mason it only lays the foundation. The true ma-

son is made when he studies, interprets and implements the meaning of the symbols in his daily life.  
 

With acknowledgement to The Wandering Mason 

 

JANUARY QUIZ 

 

1. After the WM has asked members to assist him in opening the Lodge, how many knocks will be 

heard when opening in the first degree? 

 

2. The words in the ritual tell us that fit and proper persons to be made Masons have to be ‘just”. If 

you were talking to a non-mason how would you describe being just?    
 
3. The blindfold is used as a symbol of being in a state of darkness and to teach you what?   
 
4. When investing a newly-made Mason with the distinguishing badge of an EA he is told it is more 

ancient than what two things?   
 
5. More honourable than what two things?  
 
6. Being the badge of what two things?   
 
7. The newly-made EA is entrusted to wear this badge with pleasure to himself and which two other 

things? 

 

8. After being invested with the badge of an EA the candidate is told of two kinds of preparation, in-

ternal and external. Internally he was prepared in his heart by what two things?  

 

9. During the 1st degree prayer we ask TGAOTU to endue the Candidate with a competency of Divine 

wisdom to do what?   
 
10. The ritual tells us that Masonry is founded on the purest principles of piety and virtue – what does 

each of these principles mean in modern life?    
With acknowledgement to the Craft Masonry Education Website New Zealand 
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Old Tiler Talks— A Lodge is Born 

What did you think of it?" inquired the Old Tiler of the New Brother as they came out of the lodge 

room in which a lodge had just been consecrated, dedicated and constituted. "It isn't often that 

we have a chance to see that ceremony." 

 

"I don't care if I never see it again," returned the New Brother. "It's hot in there, and it struck me 

as a lot of blah, just words which mean nothing. Why do they have to go to all that bother? Why 

the corn and wine and oil? Why not just say, 'you are a lodge-go ahead and work,' and have it 

over with?" 

 

"Would you have the Master say, 'this lodge is open and 'this lodge is closed' for an opening and 

closing ceremony?" asked the Old Tiler. 

 

"I wouldn't go as far as that," answered the New Brother. "But this ceremony leaves me cold. I 

can't see any sense in having this new lodge anyhow!" 

 

"Oh! So that's it!" The Old Tiler smiled wisely. "You are objecting to the beautiful ceremony we 

have just witnessed because you are not in sympathy with the creation of a new lodge at this time 

and place!" 

 

"I wouldn't say that." The New Mason flushed. 

 

"Did you, by any chance, happen to want election to an office in the new lodge, and they chose 

someone else?" 

 

The New Brother made no answer. 

 

"There will be other new lodges!" comforted the Old Tiler. "And you are a little too young in Ma-

sonry to aspire to office in a new lodge. But I can't let you keep this wrong attitude about one of 

the really beautiful ceremonies of our beloved order. Have you ever attended the graduation exer-

cises of any grammar school, high school, or college?" 

 

"My little girl graduated from the eighth grade into high school last week," answered the New 

Brother. "Why?" 

 

"It's at least an even bet that you saw half of that ceremony through wet eyes," answered the Old 

Tiler. "As you watched all those fresh young faces, boys and girls leaving childhood for youth, tak-

ing the big step that is between the grade schools and high school, facing the unknown future so 

blithely, was not your heart touched with a knowledge of all the disappointments and heartaches 

these happy and carefree children must undergo?" 
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"Of course." 

 

"You wouldn't be a human father otherwise! To me a consecration, dedication and constitution of a 

lodge is something like that. The new little lodge starts out so bravely. It is composed of Masons who 

have had no Masonic responsibilities. Sometimes one can find an old Past Master who will go into the 

new line, but generally they are new and untried officers. They satisfy the authorities that they are 

competent to confer the degrees, but who knows their abilities to form a new lodge into a coherent 

whole, their tact in keeping harmony, their knowledge of the necessity for practicing brotherhood in 

the lodge? 

 

"They come here, these brave bright brethren, and the Grand Lodge performs this beautiful cere-

mony. The corn, the wine, the oil, are poured for them. They are consecrated to God, dedicated to 

the Holy Saints John, and constituted a member of the family of lodges under this Grand Lodge. Mas-

ters of other lodges are present to wish them well. Some come bearing gifts-the jewels the officers 

wear, the working tools, perhaps a modest check from the lodge which sponsored them, to help the 

new thin treasury get a start. 

 

"They have no traditions to steady them. They have no matters of common knowledge to bind them 

together. They have no past of which to talk. All they possess is their mutual Masonry and their mu-

tual responsibility-their hopes, their fears, their plans and their determination. An unwritten page is 

theirs on which to record their Masonic future. The Mystic Tie is all they know of lodge life. The Grand 

Master pronounces them a lodge, the charter or warrant is presented and they are born. To me it is a 

simple, beautiful, pathetic and interesting sight, and one I never tire of seeing." 

 

"I am a fool." The New Mason spoke with conviction. "Old Tiler, why did the Senior Deacon gather up 

the corn that was used and put it carefully away?" 

 

"He couldn't gather the wine and the oil, since they were spilled for good," answered the Old Tiler. 

"But that little horn of corn will be kept until this new lodge itself sponsors another new lodge, then to 

be offered to them, that they may be consecrated with the same corn poured for the Mother Lodge." 

"Oh, I am a fool, indeed," cried the New Mason. "Please take me with you to the next such ceremony, 

will you?" 

 

The Old Tiler grunted. But it sounded like a promise. 

 

 

  

 The Worshipful Master, Officers and Brethren of the Lodge 

 of Discovery send hearty good wishes to all our readers and 

 wish everyone a Happy and Healthy new Year. 

Lodge Birthdays 

Gavin Struthers  16   

Kevin Green        10 

Jorg Schwartze     6 

News from the South 
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Fun economics  

 

Wife to her Accountant husband:  what is inflation? 

Husband:  Earlier you were 36-24-36. But now you are 48-40-48.  

Though you have everything bigger than before, your value has become less than before.  

This is INFLATION . 

____________________ 

 

Economics is not that difficult if we have the right examples. 

Interviewer: What is Recession?  

Candidate: When "Wine & Women" get replaced by "Water & Wife", that critical phase of life is called 

Recession!! 

____________________ 

 

Accountancy fact: 

What is the difference between Liability & Asset? 

A drunk friend is liability. 

But, a drunk Girlfriend is an Asset. 

________________________ 

 

An Economist beautifully explained two reasons for having 2 wives. 

A- Monopoly should be broken. 

B- Competition improves the quality of service. 

If u have 1 wife, She fights with u! 

If u have 2 wives, They will fight for you!!  

---------------------------- 

When you are in love, Wonders happen. 

But once you get married, You wonder, what happened. 

---------------------------- 

Philosophy of marriage :At the beginning, every wife treats her husband as GOD.. 

Later, somehow don't know why.. alphabets get reversed.. 

---------------------------- 

Secret formula for married couples... 

"Love One Another" 

And if it doesn't work, bring the last word in the middle.!!!! 


